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He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith wato the churches.—Jesus Christ. 


+ 


Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive mot of her 


plagues.—A Voice from Heaven. 


Che Battalion. 


A Lecture by Elder James Ferguson, Delivered before an asssembly of Elders, intluding 


the Presidency af the Church in Europe, at 36, Islington, Lieérpool, Nov. 7, 1855. 
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758. THE MORMON BATTALION. 
| w man and weary, 
were unknown to them. Like the songs seamed to testify to the 
their ~ wild and ballon, besbar Pinder, and repinn. 
‘was And nl er, 
priate. their eloquence When he our ‘midst ‘at 
knew but few wants, ce ew cee ception. ‘was starved, dismounted,. 
! daily: We gave shelter, fed ‘hi 
On the 10th of January, 1847, we cros- | furnished him with horses, and healed his 
sed the Colorado. An unsuccessful at- | sick. to the 
tempt to raft our provisions down the | hand that him. But Ae is silent, or 
Gila had deprived us of a great part of gg ening : 
them, although we were already reduced The 
to quarter rations. Without a chance for oceans that we were their 
rest, we entered upon the “ Tiera Cabin- and protectors. ‘They petitioned 
to,” the Big Desert. of the Colorado. for our re-enlistment, and wept at our 
Ninety miles without water, save in the discharge. We had made many friends. : 
deep wells we dug, but had no time to} Lieutenants Smith and Stoneman parted 
drink from, brought'us to the end of our | from us with They had with 
can s00n “: Mormons,” 
this desert. It was named the Hot 
Land: In vain was our rear guard or-| the hearts of men and Americans. And 
behind ; stoutest staggered, one cross ing. 
after another fell fainting. pp at rot it all, he had a kind, ano 
revive, advance, and fall ; many, | heart, and while sometimes he would curse ' 
when st last water and grass were found, us to our face, he would defend us as his own 
: fell down exhausted, unable to reach the} honour in our absence. Major Cloud, our 
ot thems , and there they was our true and devoted’ to the 
een ene messmate re-| last. He too is gone, among the few 
brought us to rancho 0 t stars'on a stormy night, then 
the American Warner. Unlike the hos- the wide of Many 
paable Fimas, he hid'his bread ‘and drove who had once been our enemies became - 
is cattle into the mountains. Here we| our friends. But none of our friends 
learned of the retreat of the Californians| have ever become enemies. The most 
from “Los Angeles.” Without a pause warlike of the many tribes of the Red 
.  fo@rest, we changed our course to meet Men that we passed, met us in kindness- 
them, but they concealed themselves till| and parted from us in Ae gece 
us i attempt to a 
os to an engagement, we Feached ox? dex in any history. The Brill the 
tination at Diego, on the 81st Janu- march in cheerfulness. The song’ 
ary, fulfilling the prediction of our Presi- cad tandes ou the 
dent, that we should not fight a battle. est desert, and the prayer ¢f gratitade 
God fought our battles for us, and our| was never smothered by vom 
Dot bought with blood. | complaint. While onecompany 
kan Angulen tide up bands and fathers endured another long 
of our service. march to join their suffering families, a 
‘Many attempts were made by Fremont | few sought employment on the Sacra- 
us. He had i to retain the Go- | discovered and opened those 
vernorthip of mines which have drawn so many adven- 
Kearney, when our put @ stop to| turers to the rich shores of the Pacific. - 
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_ the North, are already pre et. the winter of desolations 


and forming has. had_a full end, I can see 
tear it up by the roots. shoot forth from that little acorn, budding, 
From this tree, while yet the rays of in the spring of an endless summer, the 


| summer lingered around its branches, a Ai birds of climates hoyer around and, 


grim that, was being, driven: from its shade, | build secure nests. in its. br 
snatched anacorn ashedeparted. Through | Touched by the magic wand of a.Prophet,, 
many storms. and battles, while all else was | the desert yields a of living water,, 
wrenched rudely from bimy he kept secure | that strengthens.and expands it. While, 


and congenial seil. There, wa to it, inseparable as its own ; 
the tears that from his heart, as | And the sentinel eagle that fled disconso-, 
drew forth, be it. _Around,| late in the storm that wrecked his land,, 


little price? where flaps his weary wings; and perching on its, 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1855. 


Tux particular attention of the Pastors, Presidents, and Travelling Elders is requested! 
to the following notices— 


contribution for the purpose of assisting Foreign Missions. In a few instances thele 
contributions were liberal ; but in many others they fell considerably short of 
might have been expected for so important an object. This arose in a 
measure from the. subject not being properly understood, Where and how. this, 
fund is applied it is not altogether wisdom to publish, at least for the present, there-, 
fore donations to it call in the most direct manner upon the Saints for. the exercise 
of their faith and confidence in the Presidency here. It is a duty incumbent upon’ 
the Saints in Britain, who have the privilege of esjoying their religion in peace, and’ 
unger. protection, to appropriate liberally for the support of it in less favoured, 
couptries. It is not. designed for the Conferences to make this a regular: fund, 
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ves. every true 
heart. the long-persecuied 
from many fountains, and met in harmopy | generous and brave of old England.,. 
| round it, contributing strength and vir- | Rally with the brave from the pleasant. 
he 
acot 
. rally, Lally, comrades, with the bronzed | God defenc the right 
warriors ye haye gathered from the Hin- 


iF yearly Temple Offering, we v at a time when 
are light and spirits free, to make one general whole-souled effort to assist 

the Gospel in difficult places, and they will reap, the reward of well doing 
Tae “Star” THe ror 1856.—I¢ is now time that each Con+, 
fgrence was ascertaining what number of Stars and Journals they will require 
year, that we may make our arrangements accordingly. We have omi 
to mention this subject until it is somewhat late, and we trust the Conferences 
make an effprt to let their wants be Known, at.as carly a period as possible. 
@yer number of these periodicals may be first ordered, we expect the Conferences 
tyke during the year. In determining this number great discretion sheuld be exer 
All should. be taken that can be. disposed of; but care should be 
@onferences. To keep up a healthful circulation of these periodicals requires consi, 
derable effort on the part of the, Priesthood during the entire year, and we take, thay 
opportunity to call the attention of the Pastors, Presidents, and 
ders to this subject, . All. the Saints who. possibly can, should, take them ; and 


» Hyyox Boox,—The present edition of the Hymn Bask is out of print, except a few: 
-cppies in the best. binding, and it will be a few weeks before another edition will. ba; 
pws We recommend to the Saints who are supplied with this work, to be aceom+, 
to those who are not. In the mean time those who are 
. Louis. 
Ruvons.—The Statistical Report of the Church in tha, 
he 

High Priests, Elders, Priests, Teachers, and, Deacons; the number of. persons | 
dent, amignated; aad the date of the iit xo 

rt; and the total number of members, including officers and scattered members... 
"Boo name of the Pastor, President, and Soaretary alo be given, and they are, 

“If there be, any Branch, or any seattered. 
they will plese report to un 
Paatora, Presidents, Book Agents, and Treasurers generally are referred to 

at the close of each quarter. 
Presidents of Foreign Missions Europe are:also heraby requested to furnish of 
‘with a statistical representation, up to the year’siend, of the 


Naws,-—By the Aermon af} Nev. 2, wo basen. 
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162 | DEATH OF ELDER ORSON SPENCER. 


y combating © powers 
Af ess, far away from those scenes where home and the associations of kind- 
| e tender care of wives and children, tend so materially to lighten up . 
the shadowy pathway through which mortals must pass into realities of 


ce. 
Another of the ty men of Israel has fallen. Elder Orson Spencer de- 
ted this life at 3 o'clock a.m. on Monday, October 15, 1855, in the city of # 
St. Louis, after an illness of days. 
He was born in the town of West Stockbridge, ’ 
~ Massachusetts, in 1802. His parents belonged to that virtuous, industrious class 
“of New Englanders of the Puritan stock, which A t 


or no hopes were en- 
tertained of saving his life for some two weeks. This sickness occasioned 
“a fever sore in one of his legs, which the cause of its imperfect development. 


| untarily offeréd to loan the necessary means for his education, and 


gular 
9 either at Washin or on his return home in 1827, the Baptist Church. 
. He now, his mind with to a future profession, and left the 


of the Law for that of Theology. in ppoenlingy , the same en- 
tered the ‘Theo cal at Ha ew York, 
i . After this, he laboured in the ministry about twelve years 

Daniel, who baptized him 


he entered the Acaderm ne own Cc ne his native county, 
-swhere be received the highest honours of his class. Here, at a public exami- 
nation, the high sheriff of the county--Henry C. Brown, noticed his unusual 
proficiency, and ascertaining that his father was in very moderate circum. §. 
wait until he coulk Pee, after its completion. He entered Union bliege, at 
oe State of een 1819, and graduated with great honour’ 
1824. 
In 1825, he obtained a situation as teacher in an academy, in the town of § 
Washington, Wilkes County, State of Georgia. Here, in addition to the duties @ 
“of his calling, he turned his attention to the study of Law. About this time §. 
| people of God at Nauvoo. Here @. 
4 
nd virtues, he, with his wife and little ones, shared tk 
partucipated in the sufferings of that memorable winter in which 
were driven over the bleak prairies of Iowa, to find a home among 
© Savages, who were less ferocious than the Ohristian ‘mabe of Mlinoi 
| calls up before the mind the husbands ‘and fathers, the and | 
dren that-were sacrificed in that memorable exodus, to appease the 
_ i blood-thirsty mobs. Mrs. Spencer, an accomplished and refined lady, 
the ge of the journey, ‘and ‘left’ Eider Spencer 
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| E. Snow to ocoupy the editorial chai™® 
n St. Loyis, Missouri, on the 7th of July. Here he remained " 
ia on the of aly r- 
mained until the last company of the outfitting Sai ah. 
' mission to the Cherokee N where he remained unti ber. & 
_ Here he was attacked with that prevailing disease of the western country—chills § 
Louis, arriving there on the 17 condition. 
death and we are indebted tothe 
pre ays 20. For about ten days after his return he was 
, lassitude, and debility, 
re mally declined and 
of glory beyond 
orale —where the remains 
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y—* Brother Orson, farewell; we 
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o'clock the funeral procession 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, 
Spencer and Oyrus 
upon all i 


.sellors—Elders Daniel 
with you in the Office, 
P I remain, 
Yours, 


HL. Wheelock, and 
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truly, 
Wuisam H. Kowal. 
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